
In alignment with our new strategic focus, we introduced a new grantmaking 
category, Peacemaking. In 2023, we awarded our first grants under this category, 
totaling $181,350,  to 1Hood Media, Operation Amani, and Project Safe Storage.

Our vision is to be a good neighbor whose support has contributed 
to neighborhoods that are safe, vibrant, and celebrated, and where 
residents are healthy and enabled to reach their full potential. We 
refocused our grantmaking efforts in 2022 to address racism and 
violence in our communities, aiming to catalyze transformational 

change in Pittsburgh, the United States, and globally.

This renewed emphasis is structured around four key pillars:

Celebrating
our Communities

Building
our Communities

Resilience

Supporting
our Neighbors

Uniting
our Communities



Operation Amani (Swahili word for Peace) provides a place of hope, healing,training, 
and support to formerly gang-involved and previously incarcerated populations. 
Aiming to mitigate the impact of incarceration on children, family members, and 
the post-release family reunification process, to prevent future incarceration and 
criminal activity. Their focus is to remove the barriers and provide the necessary 
services for returning citizens to gain a fresh start and redirect their lives to 
become healthy, contributing members of society.

Services
•	 Substance Abuse Services 

•	 Violence Prevention and Mediation Services

•	 Peer Support Groups

•	 Free Gang Tattoo Removal Services

•	 Workforce Development Services 

•	 Mental Health Support

•	 GED Preparation Classes

•	 Entrepreneurship Classes 

•	 Housing Support

•	 Culinary Training

•	 Law Department

support the personal practice of nonviolence and work to change 
violent systems and structures in our communities.

Peacemaking Projects



His selfless commitment to community safety is a testament to the man he is.  
He is not only a man of faith, but a man of action, and he has exhibited it every  
day since he began working with the Bureau.

 — Pittsburgh Chief of Police Larry Scirotto

Rev. Cornell Jones is a multifaceted community 
leader who wears many hats as a pastor, activist, 
mentor, father, and husband. His dedication 
to helping at-risk individuals is evident through 
his work teaching trauma management classes 
to young people at Shuman Juvenile Detention 
Center and various Pittsburgh schools. Rev. Jones’ 
commitment to rehabilitation and crisis prevention 
is further demonstrated by his decade-long service 
as the Protestant Chaplain at SCI Pittsburgh Prison, 
where he was actively involved in numerous crisis 
de-escalation and gang prevention teams.

His extensive expertise includes certifications as a 
gang intervention specialist, violence prevention 
specialist, and crisis intervention specialist. As the 
current Director of Street Outreach for the City 
of Pittsburgh and founder and CEO of Operation 
Amani, Rev. Jones continues to make a significant 
impact in his community. Rev. Jones said, Operation 
Amani is a “one-stop shop for people who are 
caught up in the street life and people who are 
returning citizens from prison and the juvenile 
justice center.”

In 2023, McAuley Ministries sponsored Operation 
Amani’s attendance at the Homeboy Industries 
conference in Los Angeles. This opportunity arose 
after Carlow University hosted Father Gregory 
Boyle, the founder of Homeboy Industries, in 
Pittsburgh. During this event, Rev. Jones received 
a personal invitation to meet Father Greg at the 
conference. Attending the Homeboy Industries 
conference provided Operation Amani with 
valuable insights and networking opportunities. 
Homeboy Industries is renowned for its work in 
gang intervention, rehabilitation, and re-entry 
programs, offering a model for community 
transformation and social enterprise.

Rev. Cornell Jones is recognized for his leadership of Iron Cross Community Ministries where he organized the 
inaugural motorcycle “Ride 4 Peace,” which united hundreds of bikers to ride through neighborhoods affected by 
violence, promoting community solidarity against homicides; emphasizing building relationships and providing 
support to those in troubled circumstances.
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Programming
•	 1Hood Artivist Academy

•	 1Hood Media Academy

•	 1Hood Select

•	 Consulting

•	 Workshops

•	 1Hood Media Presents...

•	 Performances

•	 Community Meeting Spaces

•	 Artists Talks

•	 Music

McAuley Ministries invested $153,000 in 1Hood Media 
Academy. The grant has helped sustain and expand 
a platform for artistic expression to further the 
economic creative advancement of artists youth.

The mission of 1Hood media academy is to build liberated communities 
through art, education and social justice.



1Hood was formed in 2006 in response to rampant shootings in neglected Pittsburgh neighborhoods as 
residents walked the streets to demand change. In 2010, activist and Hip-Hop artist Dr. Jasiri X, with writer and 
Senior Program Officer for Art and Culture at The Pittsburgh Foundation, Celeste C. Smith, and photographer 
and Chief Curator at the International Hip-Hop Museum Paradise Gray incorporated 1Hood to foster media 
literacy and encourage youth to raise their voices and create artistic narratives.

The 1Hood Artivist Academy is dedicated to nurturing the next generation of artists and activists who serve 
as frontline responders to social injustices. Through a combination of artistic expression and contemporary 
activist strategies, the academy equips its participants to challenge inequities and give voice to marginalized 
communities. This comprehensive approach acknowledges the potential personal toll of such work, 
emphasizing the importance of self-care and family well-being. the academy prepares its members to carry 
forward the legacy of past change makers while addressing the pressing issues of our time. Paul Robeson said, 
“The answer to injustice is not to silence the critic, but to end the injustice.” 1Hood mission is to prepare the 
artist and activist of today to successfully receive the baton and continue to build upon the foundation that was 
lain so many years ago.

With support from McAuley Ministries a curriculum was developed for the Media Academy media literacy 
program which also served as the foundation of the We Keep Us Safe (WKUS) program. Additionally, 1Hood 
library was expanded and is used by staff, artists, and youth. The grant has helped artists and youth bypass 
paywalls to digital resources, and made significant investment in more than 50 Black youth through the We 
Keep Us Safe program. The on-going multi-year support helped provide consistent programming and ensured 
the tools and resources necessary were available to engage, teach, and partner with artists and youth in a way 
that emphasized dreaming, creating, and learning without limits. By amplifying Black voices and addressing 
critical social issues, 1Hood aims to cultivate a culture of support and empowerment within the community.


