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About McAuley Ministries Foundation
Named in honor of Catherine McAuley, founder of the Sisters of Mercy, 
McAuley Ministries is the grant-making foundation of Pittsburgh Mercy.

McAuley Ministries serves in the spirit of the Gospel as a compassionate  
and transforming, healing presence. Our vision is to be a good neighbor 
whose support has contributed to neighborhoods that are safe, vibrant,  
and celebrated, and where residents are healthy and enabled to reach  
their full potential.

In keeping with our founding mission,  
McAuley Ministries will focus special energy 
toward the diminishment of racism and 
violence in the areas we serve so we can be a 
catalyst for transformative efforts in Pittsburgh, 
in our country, and in the larger world.

Key Milestones
Catherine McAuley founded the Sisters of Mercy in Dublin, Ireland.

December 20 — A group of seven Sisters of Mercy, led by Mother Frances 
Xavier Warde, left their home, their family, and their community in Carlow, 
Ireland, and arrived in Pittsburgh, Pa. Their mission was to minister to the 
needs of the sick, the poor, and the uneducated. 

January 1 — The Sisters of Mercy established the first Mercy community 
in the United States and opened the first Mercy Hospital in the world.

Mercy Hospital expanded to become Pittsburgh Mercy Health System, 
a network of integrated, community-based health and human services 
throughout the region.

Pittsburgh Mercy Health System refocused its mission and returned to its 
roots of caring for the most vulnerable people in the community. Mercy 
Hospital was sold to UPMC on December 31, 2007.   

The proceeds from the sale resulted in the formation of McAuley 
Ministries as a new, charitable foundation and the grant-making arm 
of Pittsburgh Mercy chartered with reinvesting in the communities the 
Sisters have served since 1843. 

December 20 — is proclaimed McAuley Ministries Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh in honor of the organization’s 15 Years of Excellence.
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McAuley Ministries is one of the largest philanthropic 
foundations in Southwestern Pennsylvania.
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Engage with McAuley Ministries on 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092961222985
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mcauley-ministries/
https://mcauleyministries.org/

